Help Us Protect Lake George: A Critical
Land Acquisition Appeal

Could this be your new neighbor?

A Community Fundraising Letter from the Lake George Conservancy

Dear Friends and Neighbors of the Lake George Community,

We hope this letter finds you inspired by the beauty and tranquility of our beloved Lake
George—a treasure we are so fortunate to call home. As members of the Lake George
Community, we are reaching out to you today with an urgent request, one that speaks to
the heart of our mission: preserving the natural watershed and pristine waters that define
our community for today and for generations to come.



A Rare Opportunity to Safeguard Our Future

Recently, the Lake George Conservancy has been presented with an extraordinary
opportunity—one that requires swift action and the collective support of our community. A
7-acre parcel of land, located directly adjacent to old Highway 27, has become available
for purchase. This land is not just any plot; it is a critical buffer for our watershed, a
sanctuary for local wildlife, and a vital piece in the ecological puzzle that keeps Lake
George vibrant and healthy.

Why This Land Matters

These 7 acres are part of the Lake’s most critically sensitive watershed and include mature
woodlands and open meadows. The property serves as a natural filter for runoff, reducing
the risk of pollutants reaching the lake itself. Protecting this land means safeguarding the
delicate balance that allows our lake to flourish.

Without protection, this parcel faces potential development—an outcome that could
disrupt habitats, strain water quality, and forever alter the character of this special place.
The Steuben County Zoning Board has advised this property is already zoned for storage
buildings, creating acres of impervious surfaces. Once lost, such natural treasures are
almost impossible to reclaim.

The Power of
Community Action

The Lake George Conservancy has
always believed in the strength of our

_ ‘ community. Over the years, your
60314000003000006 generosity and commitment have helped
us protect hundreds of acres, ensuring
public access, preserving wildlife
corridors, and maintaining the scenic
beauty that draws so many to our lake.

Today, we ask you to join us once again as
stewards of Lake George. We have
negotiated a purchase price for the
property, but we cannot do this alone.
Our goal is to raise $175,000 in the
coming months to cover the cost of
acquisition, basic stewardship, and the

initial restoration of the land for low-

7840 N Old 27, Fremont, IN. 7.19 acres

impact community enjoyment. We have
Property location outlined in blue-green received several significant donations to
help make this purchase possible, but

your help is still needed!



How You Can Help

Every gift, no matter the size, brings us closer to our goal. We are seeking both one-time
donations and multi-year pledges to ensure we can secure and protect this land in
perpetuity. Your contribution will be directly applied to the purchase and protection of the
7-acre parcel, as well as initial stewardship efforts such as invasive species removal and
trailimprovements.

e Make a One-Time Donation: Whether you contribute $50 or $5,000, your support will
have a lasting impact.

e Pledge Your Support: Consider making a commitment over the next three years to
help us plan and steward this property responsibly.

e Spread the Word: Share this letter with friends, neighbors, and local businesses who
may also wish to help shape the future of Lake George.

e Company Matching Gifts: Many employers will match charitable contributions—
please check if your workplace participates.

For those seeking tax-smart strategies, consider a Lake George Conservancy Qualified
Charitable Distribution or LGC Gifts of Stock; both options offer generous tax advantages.

If you make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from Your 401(k), IRA, or
Other Retirement Plan, no tax is due on the transfer of money and if you are 72 or older, you
can choose to have part or all of your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) up to $100,000
transferred directly to Lake George Conservancy tax-free!

Giving appreciated stock from your Taxable Brokerage Account could be more beneficial
than giving cash. You receive an immediate income-tax deduction for the fair market value
of the securities on the date of transfer, no matter what you originally paid for them and
you pay no capital gains as you would if you sold the stock and received cash. LGC
receives the full value of the appreciated stock.

And for anyone with an established Charitable Giving Account or Donor Advised Fund,
Lake George Conservancy is a fully qualified recipient.

Lake George Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization, EIN Number: 20-1253190.
Lake George Conservancy Broker Information is Fifth Third Institutional Services, DTC

Eligible Securities, Participant Number 2116, FFA A/C# 010037817166, A/C Name Wise &
Company, Agent Bank #10016, Institutional ID# 59173.



Your Gift at Work

With your support, we will be able to:

e Purchase and permanently protect: 7 acres of ecologically significant land on the
edge of Lake George.

e Enhance habitat: Restore native plants, remove invasive species, and provide
sanctuary for wildlife.

e Improve public access: Plan for future trails and educational programs, connecting
more people to the natural beauty of our region.

e Safeguard water quality: Ensure the land continues to act as a natural filter,
protecting the lake for recreation, wildlife, and drinking water.

Join Us in Making a Difference

Protecting Lake George is a gift we give to ourselves, to future generations, and to the many
species who rely on this unique ecosystem. The success of this campaign depends on all
of us coming together—neighbors, families, businesses, and friends—united by our love of
this place.

We invite you to return the enclosed pledge form with your commitment, or visit our
website at lakegeorgeconservancy.com to make your donation online. If you have
questions or would like to discuss giving options, please call us at 847-922-7814 (John
Ranshaw). or email us at LakeGeorgeConservancy@gmail.com. Every dollar brings us
closer to our goal.

We Need Your Help, Now More Than Ever

Every day, we are reminded of the importance of open spaces, clean water, and natural
beauty. These things require vigilance and the willingness to invest in their future. The
purchase of these 7 acres is not merely a transaction—it is an investment in the character,
health, and spirit of the Lake George community.

Please join us. Together, we can ensure that this land remains wild, welcoming, and
wonderful—for ourselves and for all those who will come after.

With deepest gratitude,

The Board of the Lake George Conservancy
P.S. Your supportis urgently needed. Please make your gift or pledge
today to help us protect this critical piece of Lake George forever.
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